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Dear Friends in Christ: 
 This morning my breakfast consisted of a piece of toast with chunky peanut butter and honey spread over 
the top.  As I sat down at the table to eat, the inevitable happened as the table cloth began to stick to my hand.  
Yes, the honey had somehow spread to my hand and now I was what you might call a sticky mess.  I could 
have run for the sink to wash, but I had just sat down and I was hungry—so I used the only napkin I had there 
and licked my hand where the honey was and found that the honey was good, even though it wasn’t on the 
toast anymore.  I finished my breakfast and, yes, even licked my fingers.  (Please don’t tell Barb I made a 
mess on the table cloth!) 
 Why did I tell you my breakfast story?  I’ve been rereading a book called Sticky Church and the opening 
page shares what the book is about:   
 Our churches need to be stickier.  Stickier churches are healthier churches.  They not only draw in 

spiritual window shoppers and lead them to Christ; they also grow them up to maturity.  And that, 
after all is what Jesus called us to do.  He didn’t tell us to go into all the world and sign people up.  
He didn’t tell us to draw big crowds.  He told us to make disciples—a task that includes baptizing 
people and teaching them to obey everything He commanded.  Frankly, that’s a task that takes 
some significant time [and effort]. To pull it off, we need to be sticky.   

 It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ that brings us together for a common purpose.  So I ask the Lutheran 
questions: “What does a Sticky Church mean?” and what does honey on toast and on my hand have to do with 
this?  Really two things:  
 First, God calls us to be brothers and sisters in Christ.  The world has changed.  Families today are spread 
out across the country and so our local church family has become our family.  Our relationships here in our 
church family help us get through thick and thin—the good and the not so good.  Jesus’ prayer was that the 
disciples and those who believed in Jesus from their message would become “one” with God (John 17)—One 
in faith and one in family.  Sometimes when I haven’t seen someone from our church family for a while, I say:  
“Hey, it’s really good to see you, I’ve missed you.”  I say that because I really have missed them.  Maybe I 
didn’t have time to greet them on a Sunday morning or I was gone one Sunday or they were out of town or sick 
or even that someone hasn’t been in worship for a time.  I’m just stating the fact that I want to see my friends in 
Christ and stay connected—I want to be sticky!  
 And second, sometimes our lives become messy.  Honey gets on our toast, our hands, other people’s 
hands and the tablecloth and we need help.  When someone in our family is sick or there is a broken 
relationship, that person is missing from worship.  You probably have said something like, “Boy, I haven’t seen 
“this person” the last couple of weeks, I wonder what’s up.”  The time to wonder should be over as we can then 
take the direct action by intentionally connecting with those people.  Call them and be intentional.  God loved 
us as He intentionally came to be in our lives.  God wants us to intentionally be in each other’s lives—even 
when it is messy sometimes.  Be the listening ear, the encourager.  When sin is involved, encourage 
forgiveness and love—not gossip.  
 So get your hands sticky and become a “Sticky Church” reaching out to friends and the world with the 
Good News of Jesus and striving to keep the ‘back door’ closed as we practice forgiveness and love as 
families are called to do.  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!” Philippians 4:13. 
 Concerns that you can pray for:  those affected by the Ebola outbreak worldwide; those dealing with the 
effects of severe weather; our service men and women and families; our families in our church and school; 
prayers of support for our staff; members who have stopped worshiping. 

Your Friend in Christ, 
Pastor John 

 



  

 
Give Thanks 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 

    I will recount all of Your wonderful deeds. ~Psalm 9:1 (ESV) 

 
 Though I can’t speak for you, whenever 
November rolls around the very first thing I 
think about is Thanksgiving.  Admittedly, 
when I think about Thanksgiving, it has very 
little to do with the actual act of giving 
thanks.  Of course I begin thinking about the 
dinner.  The turkey, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, green bean casserole, cranberry 
dressing and of course pumpkin pie that will 
adorn my plate.  I can feel my waistband 
tightening with just the thought of all that 
food. 
 There are some, however, who will forgo 
the large meal because they simply cannot 

afford to put food on their table, let alone the traditional holiday spread.  While others will forgo the 
meal so they can be one of the first in line when the doors open at the retail outlet of their choosing in 
order to get the bargains of the season.  I wonder how many of us will sit down at the table, with 
friends and family and truly give thanks to the Lord with our whole heart.  
 Then I wonder, is one day enough to show our thankfulness to God, to recount all of His wonderful 
deeds?  Is it even an entire day or just a brief moment of prayer before the meal?  Will there even be 
a prayer?  As we begin November, the month best known for Thanksgiving, let us begin each day 
giving thanks, recounting all the blessings and all the wonderful deeds of the Lord that we have 
received and continue to receive, both big and small.  Will you speak the solemn pledge to the Lord 
along with me “I will give thanks to Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all of Your 
wonderful deeds.”  I pray… 
 Gracious Lord, I give thanks to You that You have given me a loving wife and adoring 
children; that You have provided for us a home that we may live in, food on our table, and 
clothes for us to wear.  I give thanks to You that I have the ability to proclaim the Good News 
of Your Son Jesus Christ to the people of Immanuel and all those whom You place in my life 
and through that You provide for me an income to support my family.  I give thanks Lord, for 
the wonderful staff I have the pleasure of serving alongside here at Immanuel through the 
church and the school.  I also give thanks to You for each of the members of Immanuel who 
through the giving of their financial gifts, the volunteering of their time and talents help to 
advance the mission of the church.  Lord God, most of all I give thanks to You for providing 
Your Son Jesus Christ as an atoning sacrifice for the many sins I have committed in my life 
and the many sins I will commit yet still.  I thank You for filling me with Your Holy Spirit and 
bringing me to faith in Your Son so that through it I may be saved by Your grace.  Father, there 
are many more things I could give thanks to You for, because all that I have, all that I am and  
all that I can be I receive from You as a gift.  I thank You my Lord and I pray in the Name of 
Your Son Jesus Christ.  Amen  
 

In the Service of the Savior, 
Pastor Tim Ritter 



  
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 It’s hard to believe but fall is nearing its end and at the end of the month Advent will already be upon us!  
This year seems to be going incredibly fast, and it’s been absolutely filled with God’s richest blessings here at 
Immanuel.  Though the weather was a bit chillier than last year, we were blessed with many smiling faces at 
Oktoberfest!  I’ve been very fortunate to attend three Camp Luther retreats and Power of One which have all 
gone incredibly well.  We are two months into our journey through The Story and we have had around 100 
Immanuel Members and friends participating!!  God is surely in this place.   
 
 Pretty soon the fall weather will shift to winter, and we will shift into Advent mode here at Immanuel.  
Advent is the season of preparation for Christmas – for Christ’s coming.  For some – that means your favorite 
time of year:  finding the perfect gifts for your loved ones!  For others, it’s the worst time of the year – finding 
the perfect gifts for your loved ones!   
 
 The past couple years, we’ve used Advent Conspiracy materials to “turn Christmas upside down” and 
remind us what it’s all about.  It’s incredibly unfortunate, but so many families focus on the “stuff” of Christmas 
that it becomes a season of unrest, frustration, debt, and joylessness rather than a time to focus on and 
celebrate the amazing gift that we are given in the birth of our Savior. 
   
 Advent conspiracy has four main points:  1) Worship Fully, because Christmas begins and ends with 
Jesus.  2) Spend less, and free our resources for things that truly matter.  3) Give more of our presence: our 
hands, words, time, and heart.  4) Love all – the poor, the forgotten, the marginalized, and the sick, in ways 
that make a difference. 

   
 Though advent is indeed a perfect time to talk about these things, 
once Advent is upon us, many of us are far too wrapped up in the busy 
distractions to make a significant change, which is why we start the 
conversation in November.  Consider how you can focus on 
relationships rather than stuff this year.  Do we really need the latest 
and greatest stand-in-line-at-midnight-on-black-Friday gifts?  Could you 
instead spend some quality time on gifts that truly give of yourself?  For 
those of you into Pinterest there are TONS of ideas out there!  For 
those of you who are less crafty, maybe you print out a certificate for an 
outing that you know someone will enjoy. 
   
 Now that you’ve spent some time, consider how you might use 
some of the money saved to share Christ’s love with the world.  Ask 
your family what causes they are passionate about.  If you have 
children, ask them who they would like to help.  Wrap up pictures or 
brochures of how they have helped to improve other people’s lives with 
their gifts—what an awesome reminder of how Jesus encourages us to 

love others as we celebrate His birth!  Our Immanuel family will also be coming together to love those around 
us through financial gifts, and once again it will be in the form of a penny war!  This time it will be Boys vs. 
Girls, and the funds raised will go toward a local ministry.  Be sure to check your December Newsletter for 
more information. 
   
 In the mean-time, I pray that you all have a very blessed Thanksgiving and a very safe hunting season.  
Please know that this Immanuel family, and the opportunity to serve God alongside each of you is something 
that I give thanks for on a daily basis!   

In His Service, 
Tara Barrett, DCE 

 
 

 
 
 



  
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING 
October 20, 2014 

 Dale Dix called the meeting to order at 6:30. 
 Pastor John opened with devotion and prayer. 
 Approval of Minutes from September 15, 2014:  Motion by Paul Vollert, second by Jon Lee to approve 
minutes as corrected.  Correct the date of the Green Bay Packer bus trip from October 12th to October 19th.  
Motion carried. 
 Official Acts:  Motion to accept Official Acts by Pastor Grohs, second by Ron Karnatz.  Motion carried. 
 Pastor John, Pastor Tim and Tara Barrett’s reports are available. 
 Pastor John suggested Sunday, November 9 4:00 p.m. and Monday, November 10 6:30 p.m. as the times 
to schedule open forums to discuss proposed changes to our Constitution and receive input from our 
members.  Board approved these times. 
 Motion by Pastor Grohs, second by Paul Vollert:  Immanuel to contribute $1500.00 to help cover expenses 
for the Live Your Faith Live event being scheduled for the spring of 2015.  Motion carried. 
 Pastor John reported four applications have been received to date for the Church Secretary position.  
Sharon and Char will be retiring December 31st, 2014. 
 Pastor Tim reported from the NWD Forum; Pastor Daniel Bohn, Trinity Lutheran Port Edwards will continue 
as the Circuit Visitor. 
 Pastor Tim has accepted an invitation to serve as one of three chaplains to the Wisconsin Rapids Police 
Department.  He will be undergoing training here in the area in October and November and in March will travel 
to a conference in Indiana for additional training.  After training he will be on call in the event the Police 
Department would like chaplain support.  In the past, the team has averaged just one call per month.  The 
board agrees this is a great way to give back to the community and for Immanuel to be a presence in the 
community.  Thank You, Pastor Tim. 
 Treasurer’s Report:  Jon Lee explained how and why the format is changing on our Treasurer’s Report.  
Immanuel Church and School has changed to different accounting software.  This change will enable 
Immanuel to fulfill the State’s reporting requirements for those schools in the School Choice Program.  The 
absence of the Financial Secretary’s Report this month is because of all the additional work being done to 
complete this accounting change. 
 President’s Report:  The purchase of the additional 1.9 acres on the north side of our property on County 
Rd W is complete.  The property was purchased for $10.000.00, which was approved by congregational vote in 
July of 2012. 
 Work should be continuing to complete changes to the Church Constitution. 
 Tim would like to continue meeting with the Moving Towards Tomorrow committee in an effort to reduce 
the cost of a new worship facility. 
 Principal’s Report, Minutes of October 6, 2014 Day School Board Meeting, Child Care Report and Child 
Care and Cougar Kids Budgets are available. 
 Reports from Lois Gellerman, Ministry of Outreach and Ron Karnatz, Ministry of Worship are available. 
  
 Old Business:  None 
 New Business:  None 
 Motion to adjourn made by Pastor John, second by Paul Vollert.  Motion carried. 
 Pastor Tim closed the meeting with Prayer. 
 Members Present:  Pastor John, Pastor Tim, Brian Betts, Tim Sullivan, Dale Dix, Tony Belanger, Lois 
Gellerman, Ron Karnatz, Jon Lee, Paul Vollert and Pauline Szelagowski 
 Members Absent: Caitlin Shuda and Amy Stromley. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pauline Szelagowski, Recording Secretary 

 
 
 
 

 



  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
November 2014 

 
Inspired-Share 

During the month of November 
the focus for the school will be on 
Inspired to Grow through Worship.  
The Bible verse is from Psalms 
100:2 “Worship the Lord with 
gladness.”  Our offering this 
month will support Habitat for 
Humanity.  How do we worship?  

There are many ways in which to give thanks and 
praise to God for the many blessings in our lives.  It 
is a blessing to live in a community in which we can 
gather freely and celebrate and give thanks using a 
variety of worship styles.  Today the students at 
chapel worshiped through singing, movement, and 
drama.  We have a God that wants us to give Him 
praise and show our gladness in everything that we 
have been blessed with.  Immanuel can provide 
this as an option to gather together as we work to 
Share, Grow, and Serve.  Come and join us on 
Wednesday for chapel at 8:50 as we explore 
“Worship” this month.   
 

November FunFest  
November 14 Immanuel will celebrate FunFest 
from 4:00-8:00 at the School.  Plans are in place for 
a night of fun, food, and fellowship.  There will be 
many great raffle prizes along with bingo in Kuechle 
Hall.  Raffle tickets are also available for many 
great prizes.  Some of the raffle prizes are as 
follows:  Camp Luther weekend, ¼ Beef from 
Voelker Beef and much more.  Donations are also 
still being accepted for cakes and mini drawing 
prizes for kids.  Drop these items off at the school 
office.  Come out to Immanuel Lutheran School to 
have a night of family fun and support the school.  

 

 

Veterans Day 

Immanuel students in grades 4-8 will be going to 
the Korean War Memorial in Plover and help in 
leading a Veteran’s Day Program.  The program is 
open to the public and will begin at 10:15 at the 
memorial.  Thank you to all who currently serve, or 
who have served in the military to keep our country 
free.   
 

VIP Day 
You wanted to see Immanuel Lutheran School in 
action?  Here is your opportunity to visit the school.  
On November 26 Immanuel Lutheran School 
invites parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or 
others including congregational members to come 
to the school and see what great things the kids are 
doing.  If you would like to join us in the classrooms 
this day, please come from 8:45-noon to see the 
amazing things the students at ILS are doing.   

 
 
Culver’s Night 
Have you had a butter burger 
lately?  Have you had a pumpkin 

shake yet this fall?  You have another opportunity 
for a great meal and to support Immanuel on 
Tuesday, November 25, from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
10% of the proceeds from our Immanuel families 
will be donated back to the school.  Thanks for your 
support to Immanuel Lutheran School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

ITEMS OR DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 
Items from the various organizations and 
committees need to be ready and handed in by 
THURSDAY, November 13, 2014, for the 
DECEMBER 2014 NEWSLETTER.  You may send 
or bring your articles to the church office, 111 11th 
Street North, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494, call 
715-423-3260 or email them to 
sriedel@immanuelrapids.com.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Renaissance and Harmony House 
Pastor John and Pastor Tim will have a Bible 
Study/Chapel Service November 13 at Harmony 
House (2 p.m.) and The Renaissance (2:45 p.m.).  
If you or a family member is a resident at these 
places, we invite you to attend. 

 
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Blood Pressure Screenings are being 
offered the second Sunday of the month 
by our nurses, who are members of our 
congregation.  They will be available in 
the narthex of the church on November 
9 following the early service and before 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service to check your blood 
pressure.  Thank you for helping in this worthwhile 
project for our members. 
 
 
 
 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch will meet on 
Monday, November 24 at 11:30 a.m. at Perkins for 
those who have lost their spouses.  Invite friends 
and other members, who have lost their spouses to 
come and join us for a brief devotion and great time 
of fellowship and lunch.  If you have questions 
please call Lenora Fletcher at 715-423-7994.   

 
IMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 

The Immanuel Prayer Group meets every Sunday 
from 10 – 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary of the church 
and we need you to join us too!  Come and pray for 
our church, our community, our country, and your 
special needs.  Come and go as you are able!  God 
CAN do immeasurable more than all we can ask or 
imagine!  Ephesians 3:20. 

 
LADIES QUILTERS 

Ladies Quilters meet Tuesdays at 8:30 
a.m. in the lower level of the church.  
Come and join the ladies and help with 
the quilting project.  They will be happy 

to help you and show you what to do.  The ladies 
are always in need of inner material for liners such 
as bedding, mattress pads, electric blankets, and 
old blankets.  Please bring to the lower level of the 
church and mark for QUILTING. 
 To make at home these are the quilting 
directions:  Recommended fabric: cotton, cotton 
blends, twill, corduroy, fleece, and bamboo.  
Finished size: 62 X 82.  Seam allowance: ½ inch or 
more.  Tops/backing can be made from whole 
pieces of fabric or any type of patchwork pattern of 
smaller pieces: examples are twelve 21-inch 
squares; forty-eight 11-inch squares; or use 
rectangles or create your own.  (Make sure there 
are no stains or holes in the fabric). 

EVENING GUILD News 
You are invited to join the ladies on Tuesday, 
November 11 at 7 p.m. in the church fellowship hall 
in the lower level of the church.  Ron McCabe, 
Director of McMillan Memorial Library.  The 
program will highlight the educational and cultural 
services provided at the Library.  Meeting and 
devotions will follow the presentation.   Hostesses 
for the evening are Bev Fiegel and Elaine Bauman.  
The health kit item to bring is metal nail clippers.  
Our monthly prayer is for the choirs, directors and 
all who volunteer their time and talents throughout 
the year at Immanuel Lutheran Church and School. 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 If you have a change of address, please 
phone the church office immediately at 715-423-
3260 or let us know by mail that you are moving 
or have moved.  We pay for each newsletter 
that is returned for change of address from 
the post office.  They DO NOT FORWARD 
BULK MAIL.  
 For those of you who have email please 
call the church office with your email 
address as we are moving towards emailing 
your newsletter to reduce our costs of 
printing and mailing. Thank you in helping 
us.  We will still send out to those who do 
not have an email.   
 
 

mailto:sriedel@immanuelrapids.com


  

Ladies Aid News 
The ladies will meet Wednesday, October 29 at 
11:30 a.m. at The Mead Inn.  Pat Koch and Loretta 
Erickson are the hostesses.  Our November 
meeting will be November 19 check weekly 
announcements for location and time.  
 

Splinters from the board 

Board of Directors Meeting – October 20, 2014 

Our Mission Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School exists to share 
the love of Jesus Christ, grow in faith and serve 
community.” 

Our Vision Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School seeks to be a joy 
filled, Christ centered family, equipped, encouraged and 
empowered for acts of love as we honor God throughout the 
community.” 
 

The Board of Directors Minutes from October 20, 
2014 is included in this newsletter.   

 
Officers of the Congregation 

President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697  
Vice-President, Dale Dix 715-424-1409 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-421-1373 
Recording Secretary, Pauline Szelagowski 715-423-0767  
Financial Secretary, (Vacant)  

Directors Of Ministries 
Ministry of Christian Day Sch. Paul Vollert 715-570-6455 
Ministry of Discipleship, Caitlin Shuda 715-424-3170 
Ministry of Human Care, Lois Gellerman 715-421-5829  
Ministry of Outreach, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Parish Ed, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Property, Dennis Hall (Temporary) 715-569-3995 
Ministry of Stewardship, Tony Belanger 715-213-7823 
Ministry of Worship, Ron Karnatz 715-421-5691 
Ministry of Youth, Amy Stromley 715-423-3992 

 
Board of Elders 

Cliff Starr 715-424-2614 
Merlyn Koopman, Dennis Martin, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, 
and Brian Hanson 

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Diane Reetz 715-424-2824 
Ladies Aid, LaVerne Habeck 715-423-4092 
Men’s Club, Charles Karnatz 715-423-6471 

Professional Staff 
The Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor 715-423-3260 
The Rev. Timothy M. Ritter, Associate Pastor 715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE 715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal 715-423-0272 
Mr. Ted Voelker, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11

th
 St. N. 715-423-3260 

School Office Number – 111 11
th

 St. N. 715-423-0272 
Church Phone Number – 160 8

th
 St. N. 715-423-5190 

Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
Pastor Tim’s Phone Number 715-558-4054 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for both Pastors’ Phone Numbers)  
 

REMINDER NOTE 
TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Secretary by Wednesday, November 12 
to be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
November 17 at 6:30 p.m.   

“Faith Legacy Classes” 
Faith Legacy classes will be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran School on Saturday, November 1 from 9 
a.m. to 12:00 noon.  A pizza lunch will be provided.  
Classes are intended for parents of children 
newborn through 8 years old or 3rd grade.  To learn 
more and to register for the next classes please 
visit 
http://www.immanuelrapids.com/#/ministries/parenti
ng or call the Church Office at 715-423-3260. 

“Joyful Response ” 
I missed church this weekend!  But, the Lord will 
receive my Offering!  How?  Through an Electronic 
Funds Transfer program called “Joyful Response”.  
And, I still get a box of envelopes, to make extra 
offerings.  Come, join me with Joyful Response!  
See Sharon, Church Secretary or by giving her a 
call and she will send you a form. 

SERVING COMMUNITY 

Did you know that 1 in 6 people in Wisconsin 
Rapids live below the poverty level as compared to 
1 in 10 in all of Wood County.  Funding through 
various agencies in our community is diminishing 
and stricter guidelines are being required.  Costs 
for temporary housing for homeless have increased 
and area shelters are becoming full.  The active 
homeless client list for Helping Hands Mission has 
tripled over the last quarter.  Helping Hands Gospel 
Mission is the first contact for homelessness in 
South Wood County, Wisconsin.  They are 
a Christ-centered non-profit for people whose 
lives are in need of refuge and renewal.  What do 
we do?  Immanuel does support Helping Hands 
through a portion of the dedicated offerings from 
Easter and Christmas.  We pray for/and share the 
Gospel with individuals who seek help.  We provide 
for families in need of food and medical mileage as 
we are able.  We also work with other churches in 
town coordinating with them to cut down on abuse 
of the system and we help as we are able.  We 
pray for/and share the Gospel with individuals who 
seek help.  There is still a desire to have a 
homeless shelter here in Rapids, but obstacles 
have blocked that thus far.  Go to 
www.helpinghandsmission.org to see other ways 
you might be able to be part of the solution.   
 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/#/ministries/parenting
http://www.immanuelrapids.com/#/ministries/parenting
http://www.helpinghandsmission.org/


  

NOVEMBER Stewardship 

Newsletter 
 Have you ever noticed how children emulate 
their parents?  Children watch their parents and 
they do what they see them doing.  This is how 
they learn to speak.  They watch the shape and 
form of their parents’ mouths and they try to make 
the same shape so that they can make the same 
sounds.  
 But children copy their parents even on a more 
mundane level.  They watch how their parents 
cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how 
they stand and sit and walk, how they do and say 
most everything, and children try to copy it.  This 
can be quite humorous when caught in the act.  
They do this even when parents don’t want them to.  
Everyone has been in the uncomfortable, and 
sometimes rather embarrassing, situation where a 
child does or says what one of their parent’s have 
done or said…something that is not too flattering!  
Sitcoms thrive on this sort of thing.  And it only 
works because of the truth that children emulate 
their parents.  And they do it because they want to 
be like them. 
 We are the children of God by grace, through 
faith.  In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of 
us what He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the 
Jordan, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.”  God the Father claims us as His 
own.  He takes away all our sins, and in exchange 
He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His 
holiness, and HIs Spirit, by which we cry out, 
“Abba, Father.”  We are born again, born from 
above, born of water and the Spirit, to a new life in 
Christ as His children.  We are sons of God in 
Christ, through Baptism.  And since we are sons, 
we are heirs; heirs who share in the glory of the 
Son of God.  The inheritance is ours because of the 
Father’s grace and mercy, because of His 
generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for 
all eternity.  
 And this is why we give generously of our 
income to the work of the church.  Through the 
working of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to lead 
holy lives.  We are strengthened to emulate the 
generosity of our heavenly Father by being 
generous ourselves.  We give to the work of the 
church because we have witnessed the generous 
giving of our Father in heaven.  More than that, we 
are recipients of it.  It is because we have received 
God our Father’s gifts that we desire to give 
ourselves.  And His gifts are not just spiritual.  They 
are temporal and earthly as well.  As the Small 

Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer:  
 
“Give us this day our daily bread.  What does this 
mean?  God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 
without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we 
pray in this petition that God would lead us to 
realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving.  What is meant by daily bread?  Daily 
bread includes everything that has to do with the 
support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, 
clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, 
money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout 
children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, 
good government, good weather, peace, health, 
self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful 
neighbors, and the like.” 
 In other words, He gives us everything that we 
need for the care of both body and soul.  His 
generosity knows no bounds. 
 Therefore we sit down at the beginning of the 
year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning 
of the week, and set aside a generous portion of 
God’s daily bread for His work in the church.  Not 
because He has commanded us so to do.  But 
rather because we, as His children by grace, want 
to emulate His generosity in our own lives.  He is 
our Father; we are His children.  And children want 
to be like their parents.  
 

LEGACY PLANNING 
We are planning an informational workshop on 
legacy planning on Thursday, November 6 at 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. hosted at the Hotel Mead.  A buffet 
lunch is planned.  Tim Meyer, Thrivent Financial 
and David Olson of Gift Planning Services, LLC will 
be presenting.  Come for lunch; learn new ideas on 
how to be generous while still providing for your 
family’s needs.  How can you meet your needs and 
help extend God’s Kingdom?  Come and find out.  
Call 715-423-3260 for reservations. 

Pie and Bake Sale 
The Ladies of Evening Guild will be 
having a Pie and Bake Sale on 
Sunday, November 2 between 
services in the lower level of the 
church.  Stop down and check out 
the bakery items and take home 

some dessert for you and your family.  Ladies of 
Evening Guild please have your bakery to the 
church by 8 a.m. on Sunday, November 2.  Thank 
you for your support. 
 



  

PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
 Imagine yourself in prison and 
it is Christmas time, but you won’t 
be home with your family.  Your 
spouse struggles to make ends 
meet so there will be few, if any, 
gifts for your children, who have a 
parent in prison, Christmas this 

year won’t be merry. 
 Would you like to change that?  You 
can…through Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree 
Program.  Angel Tree volunteers, in conjunction 
with our church, buy and deliver gifts to children 
whose mom or dad is in prison. 
 Here is how it works.  You select the name of a 
prisoner’s child.  With that name, we’ll give one or 
more gift wishes of the child…clothing or a game or 
toys.  You will purchase the gift or gifts and the 
volunteers will deliver them to the home of the 
child. 
 If you choose not to take an angel but wish to 
donate, you may do so.  A box will be located in the 
narthex of the church for donations. 
 The ANGEL TREE will be in the narthex 
starting Sunday, November 23; Wednesday, 
November 26; Sunday, November 30; Wednesday, 
December 3; Sunday, December 7.  Please return 
the gifts on Wednesday, December 10 or Sunday, 
December 14 so they can be delivered by the 
volunteers in time for Christmas.  Volunteers are 
needed, please call Chris Voelker (715-435-3816) 
or the church office (715-423-3260) to volunteer to 
help.    

 

COATS TO 

KEEP KIDS 

WARM 
There is a need in 
Wisconsin Rapids and 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is partnering with 
Kiwanis (Coats for Kids) in collecting Winter 
clothing for children in the Wisconsin Rapids area.  
There is a receptacle in the narthex now until 
November 23 to collect winter coats, boots, snow 
pants, hats, gloves/mittens and scarves.  The 
Kiwanis give the coats to Hope Store (Family 
Resource Center).  Thank you for your help.  

 

College, Technical or 
Military Bound 

 Please let the Church Office know if you are 
going to college, technical school or into the military 
and what your current address will be so our church 
records can be updated.  Need your name, school 
you will be attending, address that you will receive 
mail at or if going into the military your mailing 
address.  If you have an email please include this 
information too. 
 If you have finished your schooling and have 
relocated please let us know your current address 
so we can update our files and what your current 
occupation is also.  If you have an email please 
include this too.  Send to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Office, 111 11th Street North, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494 or email to 
sriedel@immanuelrapids.com or by calling 715-
423-3260, ext. 10.  
 

Share the Gift of Life 
Blood Donors Needed  

Riverview Hospital Community Blood Bank has 
relied on local volunteers to provide a safe and 
adequate blood supply for area patients for more 
than 50 years.  Only with our support can they 
provide this life-saving service to our local friends 
and neighbors.  Immanuel members can donate 
blood on Monday, November 17 and Tuesday, 
November 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Appointments are encouraged to reserve a time at 
715-421-7438 and walk-ins are welcome. 
 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 
 The Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone 17 
meeting will be Friday, November 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 990 Third Street, Port 
Edwards.  Turkey dinner will be served.  Program 
TBA.  Make your reservations with Duane Steinke 
at 715-423-2716 by Tuesday, November 11. 

 
LWR SEMI LOADING 

LWR Semi Loading will be Saturday, November 1, 
2014 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at First English 
Lutheran Church Parking Lot, 440 Garfield Street, 
Wisconsin Rapids to pick up blankets and other 
items which are sent to areas of need around the 
world.  The items needed are Quilts; Personal Care 
Kits; Baby Care Kits; Fabric Kits; School Kits’ Soap.  
Sorry, NO CLOTHING of any kind!  You can go to 
www.lwr.org “Get Involved” for more information. 

mailto:sriedel@immanuelrapids.com
http://www.lwr.org/


  

Note Of Thanks 
Thank you to all that have donated items to health 
kits.  At our October monthly meeting we were able 
to put together 120 health kits.  These kits contain 
the basic needs to help families stay healthy.  
These kits may go to Nicaragua, Lebanon or 
Cambodia.  We will continue to collect items and I 
pray that next year we may be blessed with 
supplies for 150 kits.  We have not started to collect 
items for next year.  Items needed are specific and 
are per kit:  1-15”x26” new towel, dark color 
recommended, 2 bath size bars of soap, 1 wide 
toothed comb, 1 nail clipper with file attached. 

 

Thanksgiving Offering 
Thanksgiving Offering Envelope 
in your packet of en velopes 
and the loose plate offering for 
Thanksgiving Eve will go to the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
General Fund or One Fund.   

Service for Thanksgiving will be 
Wednesday, November 26 at 
6:00 p.m. only.  THERE WILL BE NO 

SERVICE ON THANKSGIVING DAY, 
NOVEMBER 27, AT 9:00 a.m. 

 
CHURCH/SCHOOL OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 

 

CHILI FEED 
Join us Wednesday, November 19 at 
5 p.m. in the church fellowship hall for 
a Chili Feed.  Free will offering will go 
to support the Mission Trip to 
Guatemala in January.  There will 
also be fall items for sale/order.  All 

proceeds will go to the trip. 
 

HUNTER’S BLESSING 
Calling all hunters!  Please join us for worship 
Wednesday, November 19 at 6 p.m. (we know that 
the weekend will be a busy one), and participate in 
a special blessing for all of our hunters. 
 

“Caroling” 
Mark your calendars for we will be caroling at The 
Renaissance on Monday, December 15 at 6:15 
p.m.   

CONSTITUTION REVISION 
The Board of Directors, a constitution small group 
and the elders have been working on a revision of 
our constitution.  The last revision was done in 
1996.  The Board has scheduled open forums on 
this to gain input from our congregation 
on November 9 @ 4:00-5:00 p.m. and November 
10 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the church.  There are 
several steps we will take in this process that 
include open forums, questions and answers, 
distributing a final draft, other open forums if 
deemed necessary and approval by the 
congregation.  At that time the constitution will need 
to go to our district office for final suggestions and 
approval.  Thank you for your interest and 
questions as we seek to move forward.  

 
BETHESDA THRIFT SHOP 

Believe it or not, we are getting the store ready for 
Christmas.  We will transform the store into a 
Christmas Store by November 3.  Check us out for 
many of your Christmas decoration and gift 
needs.  We will have a special Christmas Open 
House on Saturday, November 22 beginning 
at 8:00 a.m. with most items in the store going at 
20% to 70% off!  Ladies, this is your day to shop at 
Bethesda.  Refreshments will also be offered.  On 
Black Friday, November 28, we will have a 50% off 
sale on almost everything in the store beginning 
at 7:00 a.m.  We will also have a 50% off sale all 
clothing, shoes, books, and media on November 
23-26.  The store will also be open 
on Sundays from November 23 through December 
21 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The volunteers at 
Bethesda would love to have you come and shop at 
the Bethesda Thrift Shop in the Rapids 
Mall.  Thanks for your support. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at the Bethesda Thrift 
shop to help sort and price donated items or be a 
cashier or helper at the front desk.  Try to get a 
group of 3-4 together to help us out once or twice a 
month for a 4-hour shift.  It’s fun and you will be 
blessed.  It won’t take a lot of your time, but a few 
new groups would help us tremendously.  We need 
you!  Please call Chuck (715-421-3477) or stop at 
the store. 

 

 
 

 
 

tel:%28715-421-3477


  

 
We will be decorating the church for the Christmas 
season on Saturday, November 29 at 9 a.m.  Come 
and help put up the trees, wreaths, banners, etc.  
Mark your calendars to come and help beautify our 
church for the Christmas season. 
 

Potato Pancake BRUNCH 
St. John Lutheran Church, 8313 Second Street, 
Pittsville will serve 65th Annual Pancake Brunch on 

Sunday, November 2 in St. 
John’s Fellowship Hall 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. (Please note that this 
is a NEW TIME!!)  The 
brunch is served “Family 

Style” and is All You Can Eat.  Menu:  Wheat & 
Potato Pancakes, Pork sausage, Cheese, 
Applesauce, Cranberries, Desserts and Beverage.  
Adults - $6.00, Grade School (6-14) - $3.00, and 
Pre-school - free.  The proceeds from the Pancake 
Brunch will provide continued support for the Parish 
Radio Ministry on WDLB-AM and over the 
worldwide web on WDLB.com.  The ladies will have 
a Bake and Craft Sale which includes raffle tickets 
to win a beautiful quilt made by St. John’s Quilters.  
Tickets are 1 for $1.00 or 6 for $5.  

 
Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
2011 Tenth Street South will be 
serving the Community 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner to 
anyone who may be alone on 
this day and/or is unable to 

prepare the traditional meal for him/herself.  
Serving will be on Thursday, November 27 from 12 
noon until 1 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.  
Home deliveries or transportation to St. Luke’s will 
be available.  There is no charge for the dinner as 
funding is supplemented by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans and other donations.  Reservations are 
requested and will be taken starting on Monday, 
November 17 at St. Luke’s Office from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at 715-423-5990.   

 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to prepare food and set 
tables on Tuesday, November 25 and Wednesday, 
November 26 as well as on Thanksgiving Day to 
finish preparations, serve the meal and deliver 
meals to homes.  Call Jonna Kronholm (715-424-
4971 or email kronholm@wctc.net to sign up to 
volunteer) or with any questions.  See the enclosed  
insert with the newsletter for the areas needed to 
volunteer for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 
 

 

From the Bag Lady and Company 
 What joy we experiences recently as we 
delivered your food gifts to the pantry!  You gave 
125 bags of groceries, many containing the much 
needed canned meat and fish products.  They will 
very soon be nourishing hungry people right here in 
our area.  You also gave $252 in checks and cash 
which will be used by SWEPS to purchase fresh 
fruits, vegetables, meats and milk.  Thank you very 
much. 
 
 

Barbecue Lunch and 
Pie & Ice Cream Social 

St. Luke Lutheran Church, Sherry, Wisconsin will 
be serving on Sunday, November 2 from 11:45 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. BBQ, Potato Salad or Chips, 
Beans, Pickles, Homemade Pies, Ice Cream and 
Beverage.  Adults - $6.00; Ages 6-12 - $3.00; and 
under 6 are free.  
 

 

SOUP DINNER 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1225 Main Street, 
Junction City will be hosting an All You Can Eat 
Soup Dinner on Sunday, November 9 from 12 noon 
to 2:00 p.m.  Menu: Cheesy Potato; Taco and 
Chicken Dumpling Soups; Grilled Cheese 
Sandwiches; Crackers; Beverages; Dessert Bars.  
Cost is Adults - $7; Ages 6-12 - $3; and 5 and 
under are free.  Carry Outs are available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kronholm@wctc.net


  

Toys For Needy Children Program 
The explorers of Post #199, stationed at the 
Wisconsin Rapids Police Department, would like to 
announce that the Toys for Needy Children 
Program is now up and running after a twelve year 
absence from our area.  This program previously 
ran during the old Explorer Post #199, which was 
disbanded in 1997.  Now in 2014 the Post is 
running again and trying to bring back this 
opportunity to help families in our local community.  
Please help in the Post’s endeavors to assist 
families that may not have enough money to buy 
Christmas presents and food this holiday season.  
You can help by donating money or a check  to 
Wisconsin Rapids Explorers, Post #199 and 
sending it to Wisconsin Rapids Explorers, Post 
#199, Officer Brandon Abbott, Post Advisor, 
Police Department, 444 West Grand Avenue, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495.  

 
ARTS COUNCIL 

2014 – 2015 Arts Council  performance schedule is 
out and “Abba Mania” will be at the Performing Arts 
Center, 1801 16th Street South on Sunday, 
November 2 at 7:30 p.m.  Cost is $34.  Abba Mania 
returns to bring fans old and new a night not to be 
missed.  You will enjoy all or your favorites 
including: “Mamma Mia”; “Voulez Vous”; “Dancing 
Queen”; “Winner Takes It All”; “ Super Trouper” and 
many more.  Sponsored by Riverview Family Clinic.  
Thursday, December 18 will feature “A Carpenters 
Christmas” and the cost is $26.  Tickets are 
available at the Arts Council, 1040 8th Street South, 
Suite 101 or by calling 715-424-2787, they also 
have flex pass pricing 6+ show season ticket save 
15%; 5 show season ticket save 10%; and 4 show 
season ticket save 5%. 

 

AARP Smart Driver Course 
The AARP Smart Driver course will be offered at 
the Aging and Disability Resource Center of Central 
Wisconsin on November 12th.  The time is 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  This course helps you 
refresh your driving skills.  You will learn defensive 
driving techniques, safety strategies, rules of the 
road and changes in the traffic laws.  There are not 
tests to pass.  You simply sign up, come to the 
class and learn.  Some insurance companies offer 
a multi-year discount on your car insurance after 
completing the class.  The cost is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for non-members (checks made 
out to AARP).  Call 715-421-8989 to register. 

Ruby’s Pantry 
Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution takes place the 
third Saturday of each month (November 15) at 
East Gate Alliance Church, 2203 East Becker 
Road, Marshfield, WI.  The food distribution is 
available for anyone regardless of financial income 
or place of residence.  Registration begins at 8:00 
a.m. and food distribution begins at 9:00 a.m. until 
approximately 10:30 a.m.  Please bring two large 
boxes or baskets to put the items in.  The cost is 
$20 per share to cover the transportation cost of 
the food.  You will receive approximately 72# of 
food stuff which vary each month that are donated 
directly from manufacturers:  bread, chicken, 
potatoes, onions, cereal, milk, yogurt, pizza, etc.  
Questions please call 715-387-3654. 
 

LUTheran Hour Ministry 
Lutheran Hour radio program will no longer be 
heard on WFHR 1320 AM.  The Lutheran Hour will 
be on the following radio stations on Sunday: 
WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 
a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 
8:30 a.m.; WCWI at 9 a.m.; WRVM 101.3 at 10 
a.m. 
 November 2 – “Blessed in Hard Times” 
(Based on Matthew 5:1-12) – During hard times, 
God is still with you and at work for you. 
 November 9 – “God is Not Against You” 
(Based on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) – Christ’s 
work on the cross shows that God is really on our 
side and wants what is eternally best for us. 
 November 16 – “S.O.S…Call Upon Jesus” 
(Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11) – God’s SOS 
brings real lasting hope and rescue, an SOS that 
shows us our Savior. 
 November 23 – “Clean – And Thankful” 
(Based on Luke 17:11-19) – Thanksgiving is not 
just a made-up holiday; it’s an attitude that is the 
key to life. 
 November 30 – “Watching and Waiting” 
(based on Mark 13:33) – Christians serve God and 
their neighbors as they watch and wait for Christ’s 
return. 
 

Concordia Christmas Concert 

Join us for a motor coach trip Friday, December 5 
for a 7 p.m. Christmas Concert at Concordia’s 
Chapel Triumphant.  Tickets are $35 each and can 
be sent to Ed Bieno, 5541 Woodland Street, 
Stevens Point, WI 54482.  He will need your name 
and phone number.  Lunch and dinner are on your 
own. 

tel:715-421-8989


  

Camp Luther News 
Cottage Retreats This Fall – Enjoy a cottage 
retreat at Camp Luther this fall.  Our cottages have 
everything you will need for a relaxing getaway in 
the midst of God’s beautiful creation.  When you 
are done for the day, settle in for a cozy evening 
next to the fireplace.  Stay for a weekend or a 
week.  Camp Luther offers a special rate that is 
50% off of our regular rate after Labor Day.   
Youth Worker Workshop (November 7-8) – This 
is a retreat for Professional and volunteer Youth 
Leaders (Grades 9 – Adult).  It is an opportunity for 
youth leaders to receive additional training and 
network with other leaders.  Session will be lead by 
professional youth leaders and the camp staff.  
Both large group sessions and break out electives 
will be offered.  Check out our website at 
www.campluther.com for more information. 
Keweenaw Base Camp is taking group 
reservations for Summer 2015.  High school youth 
and young adults can choose opportunities for 
team building, service projects on site and in the 
local community, and a variety of exciting and 
extreme wilderness excursions in the beautiful U.P. 
of Michigan.  emailbeemer@campluther.com. 

Health Events at Riverview 
In Our Hearts Forever – A Bereavement Support 
Group for those who have experienced a 
pregnancy loss, stillbirth or newborn death, will 
meet Tuesday, November 4 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the lower level conference center at Riverview 
Medical Center.  No fee or registration required and 
the group asks that no children attend. 
Riverview Auxiliary Gift Shop invites everyone to 
its 2014 Christmas Open House Friday, November 
7 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  This one-day sale will 
feature 10% off everything in the shop(with some 
exclusions).  It will also feature the Auxiliary’s 
exclusive holiday and home “Florals by Design.”  
Riverview Hospital Auxiliary Gift Ship is managed 
and staffed entirely by volunteers.  Proceeds go to 
Riverview Medical Center for equipment and 
services that benefit the health of our community.  
The gift shop is located in Riverview Medical 
Center’s main lobby, 410 Dewey Street.  Regular 
hours are Monday through Friday (except holidays) 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Women’s Cancer Support Group meets Monday, 
November 10 at 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the lower level 
conference center of Riverview Medical Center.  
“Genetics & Women’s Cancer,” presented by Dr. 
Ron Kirschling with UW Cancer Center Riverview.  
Light refreshments will be served.  All women 

battling or surviving cancer are invited to this 
support group which is free and no registration is 
required. 
Men’s Cancer Support Group meets Tuesday, 
November 11 at 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the lower level 
conference center of Riverview Medical Center.  
“Questions & Answers: Radiation & Men’s Cancer,” 
with Dr. Anna Olson of UW Cancer Center 
Riverview.  Light refreshments will be served.  All 
men battling or surviving all types of cancer are 
invited to this free event.  No registration needed 
and new members are always welcome. 

Stepping On 
This program covers simple balance and strength 
exercises; the role vision plays in keeping your 
balance; how medication can contribute to falls; 
ways to stay safe when out and about in your 
community; what to look for in safe footwear; and 
how to check your home for safety.  This program 
is for any older adult who lives in their own home or 
independent apartment, able to walk without the 
help of another person, does not use a walker, 
scooter or wheelchair most of the time indoors, and 
is cognitively intact.  We meet Tuesdays, 
November 4 – December 16 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
at Aging & Disability Resource Center, Wisconsin 
Rapids.  Call Ciara at 715-424-8468 to sign up and 
the suggested contribution is $10. 

Strong Bones 
This group strength training program is designed to 
help adults become or stay fit, strong, and healthy.  
Individuals will improve muscle strength, bone 
density, self-confidence, sleep and vitality.  Also, 
participants have shown a decreased risk of 
diabetes, heart disease, arthritis, depression and 
obesity.  We meet at First Congregational Church 
in Wisconsin Rapids on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
November 4 – December 11 from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m.  Cost: Flex Card - $24 for 10 classes or $15 
for 5 classes.  Call Ciara at 715-424-8468. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Want to make a difference with those that need you 
the most?  Deliver a hot nutritious meal to an older, 
homebound adult for the Meals on Wheels program 
with the Aging & Disability Resource Center of 
Central Wisconsin (ADRC-CW).  Routes are 
available Monday – Friday and typically take about 
one hour.  The ADRC-CW will work with your 
schedule.  Volunteers can choose the day(s) of the 
week that works for them.  Mileage reimbursement 
is available.  Bring sunshine (and a hot meal) into 
the life of another…Call the ADRC-CW office at 
715-421-0014 for more information! 
   

http://www.campluther.com/
mailto:emailbeemer@campluther.com


  

 

 

THINK SCRIP 

Want to help out at Immanuel’s Fun Fest on Friday, November 14th from 4-8pm, but maybe 

aren’t able to volunteer you’re time? THINK SCRIP—Purchase a Scrip card or gift certificate 

to be used for Fun Fest prizes. 

Always wanted to provide food for a family at Thanksgiving, but didn’t know how to make it 

happen? THINK SCRIP—Purchase a grocery Scrip card or gift certificate and donate it to 

Immanuel’s Human Care ministry for Thanksgiving baskets. 

Going deer hunting? THINK SCRIP—Use Scrip to purchase hunting gear, ammo, food and gas 

cards to get you where you’re going.  

Looking to help out needy families or children in our area this Christmas season? THINK 
SCRIP—Buy Scrip cards to purchase gifts for Angel Tree Ministry, donate them to Immanuel’s 

Human Care ministry or ask Immanuel’s pastoral staff for others ways your Scrip purchases can help 
out needy families.  

Doing your Christmas shopping and not sure what stores you’ll be buying from? THINK 
SCRIP—Go to www.immanuelrapids.com and find how to set up online ordering and have your 

Scrip e-cards sent right to your tablet, computer or smartphone.  

Traveling over the holidays, but don’t know where you will be eating or staying? THINK 
SCRIP—By setting up your online ordering account at shopwithscrip.com, you can purchase 

ScripNow or Reload Scrip cards using your tablet, computer or smartphone.  

Christmas shopping for that person that you don’t know what to get? THINK SCRIP—Scrip 

cards make a great gift or stocking stuffer, don’t require wrapping, ship well, and can fit any budget.  

This year we’ve set a goal of $325,000 in Scrip sales from November 1st-December 24th.  

Scrip is available for purchase at the Immanuel Lutheran School office Monday-Friday 

from 8:00am-4:15pm when the office closes. 

For more information on Immanuel’s Scrip program, go to Immanuel Lutheran School’s website 
(www.immanuelrapids.com ) and click on the Scrip tab.  

    

 

 

http://www.immanuelrapids.com/
http://www.immanuelrapids.com/


  

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

Paige Brock 11/1 

Tanner Tenpas 11/1 

Rachel Geisler 11/2 

Happy 99th Birthday 
Ann Bengert 

11/3 

Keith Dykstra 11/3 

Noah Skibba 11/3 

Gerry Wolosek 11/3 

Jill Ashbeck 11/4 

Kendall Straka 11/4 

Mike Christenson 11/5 

Jeanette Gaulke 11/5 

Patty Halbur 11/5 

Thea Hanson 11/5 

Sharon Riedel 11/5 

Landon Syverson 11/5 

Christa Thompson 11/5 

Lisa Black 11/6 

Connor Bubolz 11/6 

Margaret Grode 11/6 

Josiah Hamin 11/6 

Connie Stout 11/6 

Diane Knuth 11/7 

Cheryl Spinler 11/7 

Alice Wiater 11/7 

Bev Fink 11/8 

Dennis Hall 11/8 

Jason Molepski 11/8 

Harold Pruss 11/8 

Chris Gumz 11/9 

Lloyd Gumz 11/9 

Lyle Gumz 11/9 

Jennifer McDonald 11/9 

Marty Krause 11/10 

Adam Schwerzel 11/10 

Bob Andreasen 11/11 

Sara Halbur 11/11 

Mary Jo Johnson 11/11 

Bob Weigand 11/11 

Renee Hewitt 11/12 

Bennett Karnatz 11/12 

Eric Krug 11/12 

Pete Macomber 11/12 

Serenity Passehl 11/12 

Kyle Zellner 11/12 

Pam Lunde 11/13 

Riley O’Connor 11/13 

Alissa Schlice 11/13 

Addison Vollert 11/13 

Bob Machon  11/14 

Todd Emery 11/15 

Jackson Glodoski 11/15 

Josh Hiles 11/15 

Suri Manning 11/15 

Schelley Marten 11/15 

Ann Rutta 11/15 

Gary Spencer 11/15 

Jesse Voit 11/15 

Wendy Betts 11/16 

Lisa Schanock 11/16 

Marlin Schneider 11/16 

Tom Appel 11/17 

Nicole LaBarge 11/17 

Sandy Knutson 11/18 

Deb Krohn 11/18 

Scott Mortensen 11/18 

Analise Pfeiffer 11/18 

Lori Eisberner 11/19 

Ben Lechner 11/19 

Happy 95th Birthday 
Ruth Merwin 

11/19 

Lana Oertel 11/19 

Ethan Pickett 11/19 

Kaitlyn Schooley 11/19 

Wendy Vruwink 11/19 

Herbert Hofer 11/20 

Cara McDonald 11/20 

Trevor Oleson 11/20 

Deitz Saeger 11/20 

Sally Stake 11/20 

Melanie Allee 11/21 

Anna Keenlance 11/21 

Dorene Gengler 11/22 

Ruth Rotermund 11/22 

Kyle Rustad 11/22 

Jesse Zuehlke 11/22 

Jena Haferman 11/23 

Doug Hahn 11/23 

Stella Peters 11/23 

Rylee Reetz 11/24 

Zach Vruwink 11/24 

Earl Ziegler 11/24 

Bob Falk 11/25 

William Laatsch 11/25 

Jake Fink 11/26 

Matthew Pierce 11/26 

Happy 100th Birthday 
Bette Villeneuve 

11/26 

Nicole Emery 11/27 

Joan Powers 11/27 

Dalton Schramm 11/27 

Steven Todd 11/27 

Tim Hoefs 11/29 

Casey Martin 11/29 

Orrin Ninneman Jr. 11/29 

Russ Sanger 11/29 

Kara Taschner 11/29 

Rick Zabel 11/29 

Mike Zuege 11/29 

Ace Brown 11/30 

Jordan Christensen 11/30 

Ron Koch 11/30 

Patti Speich 11/30 

Marie Winters 11/30 

 
 
 
 

 

 


